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A CITY BUT NO COMMUNITY 

Wellington City: A hotch-potch of sights and sounds mirrored in 
a dozen different capital cities. A patch-work quilt kind of place, 
offering a home to the lofty and the lowly with impartiality. 

Wellingtonians range from stylish young "Head Office" harbingers 
to plank-drinking residents of Basin Reserve. 

By night the city is a candy-floss 
glitter of lights and reflections. By day 
the buildings are grimy-grey; once 
fashionable facades hiding run-down 
interiors. 

The presence of central government 
hangs heavy on the city. There is a 
reluctance to venture among the 
gargoyles and immutable Victoriana 
beyond Lambton Quay. An inhospitable 
feeling emanates from the ugly 
functional buildings. 

CONTRASTS 

There is no one Wellington. It is as 
much the old woman struggling up the 
hills on arthritic ankles as it is the 
transient rising business man in his 
Lamborgini. 

And because of this diversity, 
Wellington people feel little real 
affiliation to the city. There is little 
to bring them together, and so much 
to keep them apart. 

Parliamentarians to pensioners; 
in faded bronze, or blue pin
stripe. All have their place 
in the divided city. 

Khandallah and Newtown, Beehive 
and Basin Reserve - what have they in 
c0mmon? 

COMMON CENTRE 

ORGANISER AIMING 
AT TOG·ETHERNESS 

The one thing Wellingtonians have 
in common is the city centre. Each 
day, for nine hours, mass transit 
deposits large numbers of people in the 
city centre. And it is from here that 
any attempt to create a community 
identity must arise. 

This week's Mini-Festival is an 
attempt to create a characteristic 
identity for this scattered city. 

It links, year-by-year, community 
involvement in a wide range of 
cultural, sporting, and pure fun 
activities that hold the interest of 
people from many different back
grounds and age groups. 

The Festival's events are planned to 
grow naturally out of people's daily 
routines aroµnd the city. Lunchtime 
events in the Civic Square and Cuba 
Mall area create an opportunity for 
spontaneous participation at no cost. 

A proportion of council funds is 
allocated for Festival promotion, but 
the bulk of the expense has . been met 
by sponsors among the business 
community. 

Wellington's problems are common 
to many capital cities throughout the 
world. But there is no reason for 

'.capital city' and 'lack of community' 
to be synonymous, provided you are 
willing to beoome involved in your 
own city. 

"If you really want something done -
take it to a busy man." As organiser of 
Wellington's Mini-Festival, Mr J.W. 
Darroch is a very busy man. He began 
preparing for this year's Festival last 
November - "a part-time job," he calls 
it. 

He is an enthusiastic man. Although 
he described the Festival as a "P.R.O. 
exercise," his feeling and involvement 

go far beyond this. 

Talking to 'Festa' about the 
purpose of the Festival, he said 
participation was the key word. "It's 
involvement we're after all the time. 
It's a community activity - together
ness is our objective." 

Mr Darroch will be visiting 
"practically every event of the Festival 
- to make sure everything's ticking." 

Mr Jack Darroch talks with Kerry Harkness and Jane Bellerby, members of the 
Mag_azine Journalism Cours::. 

When Asked 
About Wellington 

You ask me of Wellington and 
what's 

Right or wrong in a small-town 
city 

Which I observe, no hate, no pity. 
A non-Wellingtonian I am, 
One who doesn 't give a damn 
If it should have a motorway 
Or gorse/and where the kids can 

play, 
Or if they dig up every street 
Beneath my supercilious feet. 
Why ask my praise or blame for 

such 
Features I don't care for much? 
Tall blank buildings manned by 

ants 
Don't give me cause to wet my 

pants 
And I refuse to be astounded 
By confusion worse confounded. 
The tide looks in, then goes 

away. 
There's nothing more that I need 

say. 

- Denis Glover -

Vox-Pop 
A "Festa" survey carried out 

one day before this week's Mini
Festival started showed that less 
than 25 per cent of the population 
know anything about the Festival. 

Most of those interviewed said they 
would be enthusiastic about taking part 
in Festival events if they knew when 
or where to go. 

Most could not remember seeing 
any advertising or promotional material 
on the Festival - but then more than 
50 per cent of them could not identify 
the city's Mayor, Mr E.M.C. Fowler. 

Festival organisers told "Festa" they 
were not "overly worried at this stage" 
about this apparent lack of public 
knowledge. 

"This sort of general'' reaction is 
quite common really, but once things 
start happening the people find out 
and, usually, come along in sufficient 
numbers to make the whole exercise 
wo,thwhil~nise,s. 

• 



KUNG FU IMAGE 
TO BE SMASHED 

sparkling points 

Feet and fists will smash wood and concrete in Tuesday's karate 
demonstration in the Cuba Mall. But people who want to learn how 
to break bricks in six easy lessons can forget the idea . 

The Victoria University Karate Oub has organised the exhibition 
to try and counter the image of martial arts shown in Kung Fu movies, 
"Spectacular karate movements are examples of control and concen
tration, not violence," says demonstration organiser Bob McCallum. 

"By learning karate we become pacifists. In karate we know how good we 
are . We don't have to prove it by getting involved in fights. The person who knows 
karate prefers to walk away from a fight or talk his way out of it," he says. 

movement usually reserved for those 
with the higher grade of Black belt . 

Mr McCallum practises what he 
preaches. Before learning karate he 
was "notorious for getting into punch
ups". But he has not been in a fight 
since he took up karate over 10 years 
ago. 

Ron Discombe is only one of the 
many young people attracted to karate. 
Mr McCallum's three children, Tracy, 
20, Sharon, 16 and Dallas, 12, will 
join their father in the demonstration. 

Electronic scoring devices will be used at a fencing demonstration in the 
Civic Square on Tuesday. Fencers of national standard will take part. They include 
Mrs E.C. McKenzie, President of the Wellington Fencing Council, Vivienne Jenkins, 

·Anna-Maria Apathy, David Grant- Taylor and Andrew Coker. 
At 47 years of age, Mr McCallum 

believes he is the oldest practising 
Black belt in New Zealand. He rose 
from being "the biggest no-hoper in 
the Y.M.C.A. class" to his present high 
grading. 

But he still says he is only just 
beginning to understand what karate 
is all about. 

In karate, mind and body work 
together in a continual effort to 
perfect technique. This takes years of 
hard work, strict discipline and concen
tration. 

"Concentration is very difficult 
in today's world ," says Mr McCallum. 
"In karate you have to close your 
mind to everything except what you're 
doing." 

Brown belt Ron Discombe learnt 
this the hard way. He lost his 
concentration while attempting to 
break a block of wood, and has a 
crushed knuckle to show for it. But 
on Tuesday he will demonstrate a 

I Seniors 
Show How 

Wellington All Blacks Grant Batty, 
Joe Karam and Andy Leslie will take 
part in a rugby training demonstration 
as part of this week's Festival. 

The three All Blacks will help a 
group of schoolboys show the public 
the basic training methods used in 
rugby. These methods include ball 
handling drills which are an important 
part of the "throwabout" style of New 
Zealand rugby. Questions from the 
spectators will be welcomed by the 
All Blacks. 

The two half-hour sessions will take 
place in front of the Public Library at 
12.30 to I p.m. and 1.30 to 2 p.m. 
on Friday March 14. These sessions are 
being organised by the Wellington 
Saturday Morning Rugby Committee. 

I 

Mr McCall um believes the loyalty, 
respect and discipline involved in karate 
appeal to young people, "particularly 
in a world which often lacks these 
qualities," he said. 

He describes karate as an almost 
feudal system. There is plenty of room 
at the top but the journey upward is 
extremely tough. Those who reach 
the. top have earned respect and their 
authority is unquestioned. 

Mr McCallum helped pioneer the 
Victoria University Karate Club in 1965. 
Last year it had 140 members and 
became the New Zealand Universities 
Champion Club. 

Several Club members will take part 
in Tuesday's exhibition between I 2p.m. 
and 2.00p.m . on the Cuba Mall Stage. 

I ROBOT 

The exhibition involves three types 
of sword: the sabre, th:e foil and the 
epee. All are potentially dangerous in 
an untrained hand. 

A foil weighs about one pound and 
is fitted with a spring -loaded point 
and a long lead connecting the sword 
to a recording box. In the case of the 
·foil, only the torso is allowed as 
·target area. 

The epee, a heavier version of the 
foil, is used by male fencers and the 
entire body is legitimate target area. 
Sabre fencing is not judged electrically 
and is also restricted to men. Each bout 
using the sabre lasts six minutes and 
only the waist upwards may be used 
as target area. 

RIVALRY 
Aspiring table tennis players can challenge a robot at the Town 

Hall Concert Chamber on Saturday. Balls are fired from a machine 
which can be adjusted for direction and speed. 

Beginners can tackle straightforward shots at 10 miles per hour, while more 
experienced players can confront wide angle dri~es of up to 60 miles per hour . But 
no player in the world could match the full range of this robot, according to Mr. 
G.B. Jordain, Chairman of the Wellington Table Tennis Association . 

The ball is hard to stop, let alone 
return, when the machine is adjusted 
to produce extreme chop, spin and 
loop shots. 

On Saturday, top New Zealand 
players, including Frank Beasley, Paul 
Perry and Wellington's number one 
junior representative, Lloyd Richards, 
will face each other , the Stiga robot, 

· and any spectator keen enough to take 
them on. 

Top Wellington senior, Brian 
Kennedy describes the machine as 
"fantastically ingenious". He believes 
the popularity ofTable Tennis is 
increasing although it is not what it 
used to be. 

"Table Tennis was a tremendously 
popular sport in the days before T.V. 

Kids used to bike down to the local 
hall for a game. That's how I started," 
he said. 

But young people are still attracted 
to the game and 14-year-old Lloyd 
Richards will demonstrate his skill at 
the Town Hall. 

"His success is quite remarkable, 
because he has only played the game 
seriously for two years," said Mr 
Kennedy, "he has a fluent style and 
likes to attack and counter-hit over 
the table. He promises to be a future 
champion'.' 

But Lloyd is not so convinced, 
"I just improve my game as much as 
I can - it's too early yet to settle on 
specific aims," he said. 

OAK COFFEE SHOP 

.... 

CUBA ST, 

snacks to steaks 
beer to bubbly 
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Chips Fly 

Chips of pinus radiata will fly 
on Saturday when woodchopping 
and sawing events get under way 
in Civic Square. · 

No prizes are offered but com
petition will be keen, said organiser, 
Mr E. Whiteman of the Upper 
Hutt Axeman's Club. The event 
has attracted axemen from 
Horowhenua, Wairarapa, Feilding 
and Upper Hutt. 

The eight-item programme 
include~ a team relay and a chain 
saw versus cross cut saw event. 

Commune for 

Wellington 

Mr Eric Doornekamp, who took part 
in yoga demonstrations in the Cuba 
Mall on Monday, ~described the Festival 
as "a terrific thing for Wellington. This 
sort of activity really gets people on 
the move," he said. 

Mr Doornekamp, who is the organ
iser of the Lotus Yoga Centre, said he 
fully supports community activities and 
has a particular interest in communal 
living. At present he is directing the 
establishment of a commune or ohu 
in the Wellington Region. This is the 
first group in Wellington to be given 
Crown land for this purpose. 

Yoga philosophies will be closely 
followed by the ohu members and 
emphasis will be placed on daily 
meditation. The self-supporting com
munity will be open to the public and 
retreat facilities provided. Regular 
yoga courses stressing healthy living 
will be conducted . 



COME ALIVE 
~ '" , I 

~ ~ • ~ 
FROM CAPE TO BLUFF 

Siegfried Bauer, the holder of the Auckland to Wellington road 
running record, is at present running from Bluff to North Cape and 
will pass through Wellington during Festival week. 

This run is beiong sponsored and supported by Come Alive and the Mini
Festival committee and they both will capitalize on the run. 

When the Come Alive promotion 
began, the organizers knew about 
the Wellington Mini-Festival and were 
anxious to co-ordinate the two. The 
Chairman of the Wellington Regional 
Come Alive Committee, Mr Bill Nathan, 
and the Festival organiser, Mr J.W. 
Darroch, met to discuss ways of 
working together for the benefit of 
both promotions. 

On March 15, Come Alive is 
organising a procession from Molesworth 
Street, to finish in the Civic Square 
about lunch-time. Tafsing part will be 
the organisations involved in Come 
Alive. If practicable they will be 
dressed in the costumes of their 
organisations. It is hoped that people 
who come to see the procession will 
stay in Wellington to watch the Mini
Festival events that afternoon. Both 
the Mini-Festival and Coine Alive 
will benefit - Come Alive from the 
publicity, and the Mini-Festival from 
increased attendances. 

Objective 

"The main objective of Come Alive 
is to let all New Zealanders, regardless 
of age, know just what is available in 
the community in the way of sporting, 
recreational , cultural and creative 
activities, so that their leisure time may 
be more profitably spent by taking part 
in one or more of these activities," said 
Mr Nathan. 

Mr Nathan is the President of the 
Ngati Poneke Maori Club. He became 
involved with the Come Alive 
campaign when the mayor invited 
members of clubs from all over 
Wellington to a meeting to introduce 
the campaign last December. Mr Nathan 
was nominated for the committ~e and 
from there was elected as chairman. He 
has always been very involved in 
community affairs, and in 1969 was 
named as Young Maori Man of the . 
Year. 

He said some people think Come 
Alive will only promote sporting 
activities, but this is not so. It is 
promoting any creative or intellectual 
pastime. He said the promotion's 
organisers hope to put an end to the 
feeling of "I'm bored. There's 
nothing to do. What's life got to offer?" 

They aim to interest the public by 
publishing a directory of organisations 
and people to contact. 

Leisure-line 

The regi.onal committees are also 
organising a "leisure-line" telephone 
service to gi.ve more detailed information 
than is available in the directory. The 
public will be able to get information 
on activities anywhere within their 
region. 

The committees hope this will provide 
another means of contact between 
the public, the clubs and organisations 
involved. Each regional committee will 
supplement the overall advertising of 
the campaign with local promotions. 

But Come Alive can only make 
people aware of what is offering. It 
is over to the clubs to get people 
interested enough to join up. Come 
Alive has contacted many clubs in the 
Wellington region and suggested to them 
that they run an open day or public 
activity during March. 

If clubs let the committee know 
the details of their activities, Come 
Alive will publicise them and from 
then it is over to the club. Mr Nathan 
·said that Come Alive is only making the 
path for the people. Benefits to any 
clubs which take advantage of this 
offer would be twofold - they would 
get both publicity and an increase 
in membership. 

Gov't Grants 

Come Alive is financed by Govern
ment grants which are available to the 
various regional committees for 
advertising, the publication of the 
directory and the cost of the instal
lation and rental of telephones. 

March was chosen as "Come Alive 
Month" for various reasons. It is in 
the break between summer and 
winter sports, when summer com
petitions are finishing and winter 
competitions have not yet started. 
Clubs have more free time and their 
grounds are available for various 
displays. Also, March weather is usually 
fairly fine. 

PUBLIC . CAN ROW WITH MEDALLISTS 

Fit members of the public may row 
with Olympic Gold Medallists at the 
Star Boating Club next weekend. 

But everyone will have the oppor
tunity to try the "tank", a rowing seat 
in a tank of water, and the eergometer, 
a machine designed to train competitors 

and test their fitness . 

For the less energetic, club members 
will organise tours of the 90-year-old 
clubhouse. 

Races will be staged between the 
Star Boating Club on Sunday. Both 
crews include Olympic medallists. 

V. I .P. Tennis Treat 
Tennis fans and spectators will be in for a treat when the country's top players 
take on celebrities in an old-time tennis match in Civic Square on the afternoon 
of Sunday March 16. 

They will not only get good action from the players but will also see them 
play in style - in early Twentieth Century costumes. This means the players will 
have to watch their feet as well as beat their rivals for it is likely the gear will 
prove a rather glamorous handicap to their game. 

The women's mixed doubles should 
prove a big attraction. Those who 
remember the tennis battle of the sexes 
between Marilyn Pryde and Ben 
O'Connor late last year will be able to 
see them in action again - this time 
on a more friendly basis. 

City Councillor Mrs Irvine Yardley 
will partner Miss Pryde against another 
colleague, Mrs Fitzgerald , and Mr 
O'Connor. Veteran Ben O'Connor who 
last year lost the battle to Miss Pryde 
by a narrow margin , will also act as 
commentator. 

The men's doubles match will 

feature Richard Hawkes and his 
brother David ranked number one 
and four respectively in Wellington. 
The M.P. for Wellington Central, Mr 
Ken Comber will team up with 
Richard against John Dougan, former 
vice-captain of the All Blacks, and 
David Hawkes. 

Four other well known sports 
personalities will act as linesmen. They 
are athlete Penny Hunt, squash player 
Judy Lamb , and All Blacks, Ian 
Stevens and Mark Sayers. Mr DJ . 
Sullivan S.M. who is Chairman of the 
Sports Council will serve as umpire. 

CHAMPION PIPERS 

Winner of the 197 5 Australian Pipe Band Championships for the 17th time, 
and 1974 Australian Champions, the Wellington City Pipe Band will give two public 
performances at the Basin Reserve during Festival Week. 

Just returned from Invercargill where the band retained its title at the N.Z. 
Pipe Band Championships, they are now preparing for a six week overseas tour, 
leaving N.Z. for the United Kingdom on August 2 to compete in the World 
Championships. These will be held in Corby, England and are the first world 
championships to be held outside Scotland. 

Sir Francis Kitts and Bill Young, National M.P. for Miramar, will lead the band 
in a march from the town hall starting out at 10 a.m. March 16. The walk is being 
supported by sporting clubs and schools from the Wellington District and being 
held to raise money for the band's forthcoming tour. 
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STAGE 
STRUCK 

Part-time prostitutes, hysterical 
"Bohemian" households, bat 
winged crows and hairy foxes 
will parade across Wellington 
stages this week. 

Everything from light farce through 
pantomime to Shakespearian drama 
is being offered to Wellington theatre
goers in conjunction with the Mini
Festival. 

An author-father, ex-actress 
mother and two precocious children 
form the cast of Repertory Theatre's 
production Hay/ever. 

Mayoral 
Message 

I am delighted that the 
Wellington Polytechnic Magazine 
Journalism students have 
produced this newspaper about 
the Wellington Mini Festival. 

These students are, after all, 
training to report and disseminate 
news vital to the interests of 
their environment, and I believe. 
that this Mini Festival 
epitomizes the growing interest 
among the citizens in the !if e 
of this city. 

I wish the newspaper well, 
just as I hope the Mini Festival 
will be a great success. 

The plot thickens when each of the 
four invite a week-end guest to the 
family home un-beknown to the rest 
of the family. Producer, Mr R. Perkin 
describes the play as fun - though 
hardly profound. 

Master Crow, Bear and Wolf plot 
dastardly deeds in an attempt to 
bring down Reynard Fox, champion 
of the lower orders, in Drama 
Christie's Reynard the Fox. 

MICHAEL FOWLER, 
MAYOR. 

TO LEAD BAND 
DESPITE INJURY 

Everything in the Garden, a 
satirical comedy, is playing at 
Stagecraft Theatre. Bored house
wives earn extra pennies by part
time prostitution in this expose of 
today's materialistic society. 

Spells are cast, humans bewitched, 
and Puck spoofs his way through 
A Midsummer Nights Dream, 
presented by the Phree Theatre Group. 

SUCCESS 
Despite the results of the 'Festa' 

survey, Mr Brien O'Brien, Chair
man of the Cultural and Libraries 
Organizing Committee, has no 
doubts at all that the Festival will 
be a great success. 

"Survey results are no real indication 
of popularity," he said, "We've had 
this problem before, but Wellington is 
a great city for involvement, and once 
people see and hear what is going on, 
things just start rolling. 

"Very little money has been spent 
on the Festival - a lot of expensive 
advertising is unnecessary. People do 
their own advertising; they want to 
help. After all, this sort of thing is 
what we make it, and I'm confident 
that all will go well," Mr. O'Brien said. 

GO-KARTING 

Wellington's popular rugby mascot, 
Leo the Lion, has had to undergo 
major- surgery to enable him to appear 
with the rugby supporters' band during 
Festival week. He was seriously injured 
during his last visit to Canterbury, but 
"Dr Dick Evans" has been nursing him 
back to health . 

The C'mon Wellington musicians, 
well known for their performances at 
Athletic Park, will provide music for a 
"shoppers-singsong" in Cuba Mall on 
Tue~day. Organiser Dick Evans hopes 
the public will join with "zest and 
gaiety". 

( 

The nine-strong band, who are 
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Art and Craft 

Pottery and weaving demonstrations 
in Cuba Mall, and an art exhibition 
in Civic Square are among events 
included in the Festival programme. 

Members of the Wellington Potters' 
Association will demonstrate the art 
of throwing and shaping clay on 
manually controlled wheels. The 
potting process will be illustrated on 
large display boards. 

The Wellington Handspinners and 
Weavers' Guild will demonstrate simple 
hand spinning and weaving methods on 
Inkle looms. 

. . . . . These looms are small and simple, 
Go-Karts will race at over 80 m.p.h. round C1v1c Square dunng and produce warp faced material, 

Fe,;tival Week. Powered by highly tuned Italian and American-made which is good for belts, braids and 
engines, the karts, which do not normally have gears, can reach 80 m.p.h. woven handles. Some finished material 
in six seconds or less, and on good cirq{its can exceed 125 m.p.h. will be on display. 

· The public will be welcome to 
The current New Zealand Open Champion, the runner-up to the Junior New 

Zealand Open Champion and the Wellington Provincial Champion will compete 
with drivers from as far afield as North Taranaki and Hastings. 

Mr John Neil, President" of the Mana Kart Club, and organizer of the Festival 
races, looks on karting as a family sport: "It is not at all uncommon to see four 

: from one family all taking part," he said. "Father and son often work together on 
the karfs. It builds family relationships," he said. 

The women also play a vital part in the running of a Kart Club. They act as pit 
stewards, do lap scoring and racing control, as well as judging and commentaries 
over the public address system. Several of them also drive their own karts - and do 
very well in open competitions. 

The days of adapted lawn mower engines are over. Today a wide range of engines, 
frames, tyres and accessories are made especially for karts. Clubs have their own 
governing bodies and compete at national and international levels. 

discuss the exhibits and techniques of 
the artists exhibiting their work in 
Civic Square during the Festival. 

The exhibition will consist of oil 
and water paintings of various subjects, 
contributed by members of the · 
Wellington Art Club . 

Twenty-two gentlemen, recog
nisable by their white "Rotoract" 
·T-shirts, will officiate at racing 
events in Civic Square next 
Saturday. 

I 

professional musicians but play for the 
Wellington Rugby Supporters' Club for 
fun, will present a "trad-dad old time" 
interpretation of negro blues from the 
· days of Southern American slave 
trading. 

Using a variety of brass and wood
wind instruments they intend to 
"abandon musical convention and just 
play it as it comes". 

If Leo is fit enough by the eleventh 
to leave his hospital bed he will be on 
parade at 12.30 calling the tunes with 
his usual enthusiasm and expecting 
the audience to participate with equal 
gusto. 

ANDNOW
FRED DAGG 
, Gidday. Now I should point out 

for a starter that I've never heard of 
the Wellington Festival an.:l I don't 
know what one looi,(s like. However, if 
it's good t:nough for Trevor Fowler to 
blossom into print Ofi the matter, it 
must be worth a few moments fairly 
intensive thought. 

I was down in the capital the other 
day picking up a couple of thousand 
dollars worth of sheep retention Il).Oney,. 
and i can see at a glance that the old 
town needs a shot in the arm. First 
there's this business of the harbour. 
Now any gumboot can tell you that 
as things stand you couldn't graze 
a goat on it. The only answer is to 
fill the thing up with dirt and break it 
down into rehab blocks like they did 
after the war. I've hat:! . .;, look at the 
bottom and it's reasor.ably fertile and 
it's certainly being well manured and 
it should carry about 15,000 an acre. 

This would also._ get rid of the 
Harbour Board which would be a 
great blessing to us all. Of course, 
the ships would have to go somewhere 
else. You can't have the Inter Island 
Ferry ploughing through the lambing 
paddock. It's matters like this that· 
people should be discussing and 
thinking about. 

The other vital concern is the 
weather. My own feeling is that a 
Japanese Precision Engineering firm 
could rip the place out at the seams 
and tow it north to the better climes. 
Somewhere near Gisborne would be as 
good as anywhere. Anyway I hope and 
trust the Festival, whatever it is, will 
provide a forum for such urgent 
matters to be disgust. 

That'll be the door . . . 


